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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

Marches of the Dragoons in the Mississippi Valley: an Account 
of Marches and Activities of the First Regiment United 
States Dragoons in the Mississippi Valley between the Years 
i8s3 and 1850. By Louis Pelzer. (Iowa City, State His- 
torical Society of Iowa, 1917. x, 282 p.) 

From 1833 to 1850, the boundary dates of this book, the 
frontier of settlement in America remained more nearly perma- 
nent than during any similar length of time before or since. It 
was agreed on all sides that the limit of white settlement was in 
sight. The great western plains were impossible from an agri- 
cultural standpoint ; white men could never prosper there. This 
situation was by no means unfortunate for it made easy the solu- 
tion of the Indian problem. A wise providence had stocked the 
plains with an inexhaustible supply of game, thus fitting them 
superbly to become the future home of all the Indians. Apologies 
for the policy of removal were, therefore, unnecessary. The 
whites were manifestly destined to inhabit the eastern half of the 
continent, but the Far West was as obviously reserved forever to 
the Indians. Between the two sections a line of forts, garrisoned 
by United States troops, guaranteed peace to white and redskin 
alike. 

Mr. Pelzer's book is designed to be a "cross sectional view" 
of the work of the army in maintaining this frontier. The First 
Regiment of United States Dragoons, whose marches and coun- 
termarches it chronicles, was organized in 1833 for service in 
the West. Recruits from all sections of the union were gathered 
and trained at St. Louis, and afterwards in detachments, small 
and large, they were sent throughout the western half of the 
Mississippi Valley "in the work of frontier defense, garrison 
duty, treaty negotiations, marches, expeditions, patrol duty, ex- 
ploration, and in the enforcement of federal laws." During the 
seventeen years that the book covers, certainly the dragoons 
engaged in about all the types of army service possible and in 
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giving a history of their marches the author achieves his objec- 
tive. The reader gets unmistakable impressions of the character 
of army Hfe along the frontier. 

The facts which the book records, Mr. Pelzer tells us, were 
gleaned from "officers' reports, the accounts of travellers, post 
records, diaries, journals, order books, and correspondence," a 
great quantity of which he has been at some pains to examine. 
By consolidating the reference notes into about twenty pages at 
the end of the volume instead of distributing them through the 
text, as customarily is done, the author avoids the necessity of 
a formal bibliography, yet presents in compact form a critical 
estimate of his sources. While the exploitation of this material 
brings out little that is essentially new, the reader will willingly 
concede that it "enriches our knowledge of the staples of western 
history." We are not only given additional proof of the weak- 
ness of the American army, but we get "close-up" views of the 
results of the policy of Indian removal, of the government's 
efforts to maintain its treaties, and to preserve order among the 
western settlers as well as among the Indians themselves. We 
see the soldier unconsciously at work to destroy the frontier he 
is meant to protect, opening up and guarding new routes of 
trade and travel, and occasionally revealing the fitness of bits of 
country for white habitation. We find overwhelming evidence 
of the efficacy of whiskey, sold at the "exorbitant price" of "25 
cts a pt" (p. 31), in undermining the character of Indian and 
soldier alike. 

But the narrative is undeniably monotonous. Possibly part 
of this monotony is unavoidable, but the plan of the book does 
nothing to lessen it. The volume contains seventeen chapters of 
an average length of about twelve pages. Nearly every chapter 
is the record of an expedition in which some of the dragoons 
participated. In chapter 4 a visit is made to the Pawnee Pict 
village, in chapter 5 Colonel Kearny leads his command along the 
River Des Moines, in chapter 6 the Dragoons march all the way 
to the Rocky Mountains, this being "the eleventh mounted expe- 
dition of Colonel Henry Dodge," and so on. With unavoidable 
changes of scenery, quantity and quality of Indians, buffalo, and 
water, each journey is like the other. One recalls almost with 
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a feeling of affection the ever recurring "From thence they pro- 
ceeded" of Xenophon's Anabasis. Nor is the situation greatly 
improved by the author's frequent desire to feature "the beauties 
of a prodigal nature" (p. 54), and to describe minutely the animal 
life of the plains in precivilized times. Buffalo become especially 
wearisome. On fifty-seven out of two hundred and thirty- 
seven pages the diligent indexer has found them in sufficient 
numbers to justify mention. 

An appendix of more than fifty pages reproduces the Journal 
for the spring and summer of 1843 of Captain Nathan Boone, 
a son of Daniel Boone. In this year Captain Boone as an officer 
of the Dragoons explored a considerable part of the territory 
drained by the Arkansas River and its branches, and in the 
Journal he records the daily activities of his party. The docu- 
ment contains extensive, and possibly valuable, observations on 
the geological formation, vegetation, and game of the region, but 
on the whole is rather a tedious performance. 

John D. Hicks 

The Political History of the Public Lands from 1840 to 1862 
By George M. Stephenson, Ph. D. (Boston, Richard G. 
Badger, 1917. 296 p.) 

In this interesting and valuable study the author has attempted 
three things: (1) "to trace the history of the public land legisla- 
tion in Congress;" (2) "to portray the sentiment of the different 
sections of the country relative to the disposal of the public 
domain ;" and (3) "to estimate the influence of the public lands 
on the political and legislative situation in general in the period 
from 1840 to 1862." The study which has been accepted as a 
doctoral dissertation at Harvard, is based upon extensive re- 
search, particularly in the Congressional Globe and contemporary 
newspapers, the former being the principal source for the legis- 
lative history and the latter for reflecting the sentiment of the 
country. The work indicates a careful reading of many news- 
papers of the period in all sections of the country, the files in the 
Harvard College Library, the Boston Public Library, the Library 
of Congress, and the libraries of the state historical societies of 
Wisconsin and Minnesota being used for this purpose. This 



